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The Bear Necessities
Holy Family School
Welcome back!
 Geaux Tigers!
1/9/2012
)
Dear Parents: 

Happy New Year!
I hope you and your family enjoyed your time together during the Christmas holidays. Thank you all for your generosity and remembrances at Christmas. I enjoyed the “sweet treats” and generous gift card. I really appreciate it.
I look forward to a new year filled with hope and am anxious to start the 2nd semester filled with exciting activities and events.
Please be sure to consult the January calendar for upcoming events. Here are a few highlights:
· January 9 – 13: 	National Vocations Week: Former HFS Kindergarten teacher and Director of Vocations for the Marianites of Holy Cross, Sr. Renee Daigle, MSC, visits students; Deacon Pat Broussard will also visit classes. Both will speak about vocations. 
· Also this week: 1B Cub Lunch (and again next week – 17th – 20th) 
· January 13: 	Middle School Science Fair in gym; Judging will take place from 8:00 – 10:30 a.m.; Visitation will take place from 11:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. If you are available, please come by during your lunch time to view the projects.
· January 16: 	Holiday celebrating the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr
· January 22: 	4th grade Covenant Mass at 9:30 a.m. at Holy Family Catholic Church; reception to follow for 4th graders and their families 
· January 25: 	Noon dismissal; teacher in-service following; morning and noon bus service available
· January 29 – February 3: 	Catholic Schools Week
A reminder about uniforms in the winter: please consult handbook for our Uniform Policy. Socks should be white ankle or crew socks (they must be visible out of the shoe; no no-show socks allowed). 
We are very excited about a new 12-week wellness program sponsored through a grant by Blue Cross Blue Shield of Louisiana and the LSU Ag. Center. More information follows on the Smart Bodies program, designed for children in grades K-5 to promote healthy bodies and active minds. We will have a presentation assembly on Wednesday to introduce the program to the students so ask them about it.
Have a great week!
Yours in Christ,
[image: ]Brenda Fremin, Principal
 (
Upcoming Events
(Clip and save for the week)
 
 
Monday, January 9: 
-3
rd
 quarter begins
-National Vocations Week (through 13
th
) 
-1B Cub Lunch
 (through 13
th
 and 17 – 20
) 
-Family Night. Geaux Tigers!
Tuesday, January 10: 
-Dr. Melanie Vergas and Sr. Renee’ Daigle, MSC visits
-Report Cards
Wednesday, January 11: Smart Bodies Kick-off 
Thursday, January 12 at 8:00 a.m.: School mass; dress uniforms required
Friday, January 13: Middle School Science Fair 
Monday, January 16: Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday (no school)
Sunday, January 22 at 9:30 a.m.: 4
th
 Grade Covenant Mass & Reception
Wednesday, January 25: ½ day of school; teacher in
-
service
, bus service available
January 29 – February 3: Catholic Schools Week
February 11: Bear Challenge
February 13 – 17: Current Family Registration
February 20 – 24:  Mardi Gras Holidays
March 23 – 25: Bear Fair
)Smart Bodies Program Comes to HFS
$1500+ program for free through Blue Cross Blue Shield of Louisiana/LSU Ag Center grant
On Wednesday, HFS will kick off a 12-week program called Smart Bodies. This $1500+ program will be utilized at HFS for free, all thanks to a grant from Blue Cross Blue Shield of Louisiana to the LSU Ag Center. Kindergarten through 5th grades will incorporate the health and wellness education into their standard curriculum. A Body Walk exhibit will be available for students on March 14th at the end of the program. This is a fun and easy way for students to learn about their bodies, eating healthy and how to stay fit. Monthly newsletters will be sent to you for information. The staff is excited about the curriculum materials and activities for students.
Santa’s Helpers Toy Drive a HUGE Success
Collection of 28 boxes of toys, games and 50 bicycles
THANK YOU for your generosity in this year’s Santa’s Helpers toy drive. We collected 28 boxes of toys, games and books for children less fortunate in our parish. This year, we were thrilled to have an anonymous donor who donated 50 youth bicycles through our school’s toy drive. Because of your gifts, many children had smiling faces this Christmas. We thank you. 
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Holy Family Hosts First BEAR CHALLENGE!
Save the date: Saturday, February 11, 2012
Holy Family Athletics is hosting a special event for all families. The event, which includes a jambalaya cook-off, a 5K & 1-mile run/walk, and volleyball & horseshoe games, will take place on Saturday, February 11, 2012. Proceeds benefit Holy Family Athletics. All students at Holy Family School benefit from Holy Family Athletics (ex: physical education equipment, recess/play balls/equipment). Click here for the registration form. Share with your friends, family and HFS alumni!
CSAL Boys’ Basketball Game Schedule
Click here to access the schedule.
[image: ]January Lunch Menu

Click here for the menu.
Cafeteria volunteers needed
10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. each day
Earn Time & Talent hours by serving in our school cafeteria. Parents and family members are able to serve for your child(ren). Please contact Amber Ourso at amberourso@gmail.com or call her at (225) 806-0034 if you are able to volunteers. She can work with your schedule. 
Box Tops for Education earns $600+ for HFS
Home fundraising working; keep it going!
Many thanks to everyone who continues to collect for our home fundraising efforts. Last week, we received a donation from Box Tops for Education for $682.58 for the first semester of the 2011-12 school year. Please continue to collect, and encourage your family, friends and even workplace to do so. 
January Virtue:
Perseverance 
It is that voice inside your head that says, “If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.”
Even when you do reach a goal, the time for trying isn’t over. Living well isn’t a destination but a journey. It’s a journey of striving, of seeking, of learning from mistakes and failures, and trying to better ourselves from each one. So you set a new, higher goal, and the perseverance begins again. 

We encourage you to talk about this month’s virtue at home with your child(ren). 

4th Grade Covenant Mass
Sunday, January 22 at 9:30 a.m.
Each month, students and families of a selected grade are invited to attend a Covenant Mass. At the mass, students and their families agree to follow the same mission of the school – to reflect Christ’s light in our daily thought, words and actions, by attending mass and living a life for Christ. A small reception is held after each Covenant Mass in the Parish Hall, thanks to our Home & School volunteers.
This month, our 4th graders and their families will celebrate Covenant Mass on Sunday, January 22 at 9:30 a.m. at Holy Family Catholic Church. 
Spring Sports Registration
Takes place tomorrow night, January 10, from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m.
Registration for 5th – 8th grade spring sports (volleyball, baseball, softball, and track) will be held Tuesday, January 10th, from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall. Parents must register and pay fees during this time. Volunteer softball coaches are needed; if you are interested in coaching, please contact Bart Saia, athletic director, at athleticdirector@hfspa.com. Practice start date schedules will be available during this registration time. 
Catholic Schools Week/2012-13 Registration Coming Soon
January 29 Open House, February 13 Registration 
Holy Family School will host an open house for all current families, parishioners, family members and individuals interested in Holy Family School on Sunday, January 29. Details will be forthcoming.
Registration for current families for the 2012-13 school year will be held February 13 – 17. Details will be forthcoming. If someone you know is interested in registering with HFS, please have them contact us at info@hfspa.com. 
Special thanks…

…to the Plauche family for the donated boxes of copy paper.
…to the following families for the sweet treats during Christmas time: 
Lori Black, Jerry Bourgeois, Rene Regira, Laurie Scalise, HFS Home & School Association, Annette Fitzgerald, Jamie Simpson, Rebekah Bergeron, Kim Landry, Melissa Saia, Lori Benoit, Lisa Marchand, Sherry Kimball, and the Fourroux family. 
…to “Mr. Jerry” Bourgeois, who donated a VHS player to the school library. 

Our Pre-K4 classroom needs a universal remote. If you can donate, please contact the Office of Development at info@hfspa.com. 
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Check out photos from December on our school’s Facebook page. 
Magazine Drive Update
Magazines not received? It’s okay.
If you have not yet received magazines ordered through the school’s Magazine Drive, it’s okay. The publication companies update their lists through the end of January. If by February, you have not received your orders, please contact us at info@hfspa.com. We will forward your information to our representative with QSP, the company who hosts the Magazine Drive. Thank you for your patience. 
We Recycle!
Way to go, Kindergarten!
Did you know that we recycle at school? Each classroom and office has a recycle box, and the box is emptied each week by R3, our school recycling club. We congratulate our kindergarten classes who recycled the most during the first semester of school. 
HFS Alumnae Excelling at St. Joseph’s Academy
Honor Roll Listing for First Semester
We congratulate our alumnae who are excelling academically at St. Joseph’s Academy. They are listed here. 
GEAUX TIGERS!	
Students sports LSU attire for tonight’s BCS Championship Game 
Tonight is Family Night! Enjoy no homework or tests! 
There’s lots of purple and gold on campus today, all in support of our Fighting Tigers for tonight’s big game. Our kindergarteners started the day off right by singing LSU’s Hey Fighting Tigers during this morning’s school-wide assembly. Check out the video on our school’s Facebook page. Geaux Tigers! And yes, we have a full day of school tomorrow!  
Correction: Jr. Beta Club Formed, Members Named
45 Holy Family Students Make Up New Jr. Beta Club
In our last newsletter, we stated that the Jr. Beta Club is for 5th graders and up; this is the national grade level for Beta Club. Holy Family’s Jr. Beta Club is for 7th and 8th graders. We congratulate them.
HFS in the news
Have you seen us lately? Below is a listing of just a few of our recent newsmakers: 
[image: ]Teacher of the Year – December issue of City Social
Happy New Year/Registration advertisement – December 19th issue of Riverside Reader
Jr. Beta Club photo – December 22nd issue of The West Side Journal
Santa’s Helpers Toy Drive photo – December 22nd issue of The West Side Journal
Teacher of the Year – December issue of Town Favorites
Pointe Coupee Grant Gift photo – December issue of Louisiana Country
Teacher of the Year – December issue of Baton Rouge Parents Magazine
4-H Cooking Contest photo – December 15th issue of The West Side Journal
Veterans Program photo – December issue of City Social
Ballet performance photo – December 8th issue of The West Side Journal
Archbishop Visit photo – December 8th issue of The West Side Journal
November Teacher of the Month – December 8th issue of The West Side Journal
Raphael Eaglin Student Spotlight – December 1st issue of The West Side Journal
Saints House of Wax photo – November 30th issue of The Catholic Commentator
We thank our media partners and the Holy Family Catholic Church staff who continue to promote our news in each week’s bulletin. 
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Left: Pre-K4 students’ perform the Christmas story
Above: 4
th
 & 5
th
 graders read to 2
nd
 & 3
rd
 graders
Right: Kindergarteners have a wrapping party for their Christmas service project. Gifts were given to a family in need.
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